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THE IMMEDIATE TASK which lies before us to-day is
obviously to win the war, and although I propose in due
course to consider the future, the whole energies of the nation
must now be utilized to secure the victory in what may be a
protracted struggle. The wishful thinkers who first supposed
that Soviet Russia would rally to the help of democracy,
then later that even after the German-Russian pact mutual
jealousies on the Baltic would rapidly destroy any real co-
operation, have already been proved wrong twice within six
months. Those who insisted that Hitler would have to
attack last winter in the west or be destroyed by internal
revolution have seen that prophecy fail; for the main
offensive has not been launched through the Low Countries
until this summer, and then with a success for Germany,
achieved it is true at the expense of heavy losses. The
armistice signed with France has attempted both to split
the Allies and to provide a breathing space for Germany,
If the war, having taken this course, seems likely to last on
indefinitely, there will be those who will begin to clamour for
such a peace conference and some sort of settlement with
Hitler in order to stem the advance of Bolshevism in Europe*
If ever we sought peace upon such premises, the Allies would
be doomed. Germany might even yet accept some tem-
porary compromise which would give her time, not indeed
to fight Bolshevism, but to exploit the natural resources of
Russia for her own future advantage; and the democracies,
overwhelmed with gratitude at the entry of Hitler and Stalin
into some new League of Nations, would promptly begin to
disarm and thus sign warrants for their own deaths within
about ten years.